COLLEGE TEST TAKING - How To Play The Game 

BEFORE THE TEST

c

- Attend class. You may find out a lot about the exam! 

- Get your head straight on what the test will cover and what type of test you'll be taking. 

   If the test is partially or totally essay, try to predict essay questions and then practice 

   answering them.

- Avoid the "escape" syndrome of talking more about studying than actually studying. 

  Write down what you have to do, allocate your study time reasonably, then BEGIN 

   STUDYING! 

-  Study actively, not passively. Recite, restate, or repeat information you need to master. 

   Just looking over familiar material may be comforting, but such sight recognition is 

   rarely sufficient for a good test performance. Remember, recite not reread.

-  Construct summary sheets or cumulative charts or diagrams. 

- Try to got some sleep; even two or three hours will help

- Eat high protein rather than high sugar meals.

- Be certain of time, place & materials required for the exam.

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TEST

- Arrive on time (but not too early). 

- Avoid panicky classmates. 

- Put your name on the test & read instructions carefully! 

- Preview test for organization and point distribution. Be sure to have time at the end of 

  the test period to check over the exam. 

- On the back of the test paper, list any date, theorems, etc., you might forget.

DURING THE TEST

- Lapses of memory are normal. Relax and go on to-another question. 

- Read each question carefully; accept them at face value. Don't read anything into or out 

  of the question. 

- Pretend you are the only person in the room. 

- Do easy questions first.

- Give your full attention to the question you're answering NOW. 

- For essay tests, write legibly and leave blank space at the end of each answer (for 

   afterthoughts). If your handwriting is  bad - PRINT and state thesis in first sentence. 

   Underline key points. Use clear and simple organization. Allow time for editing. 

AT THE END OF THE TEST

- Verify you have answered all the questions in the form required. 

- Make sure each answer is properly identified or in the right space. 

- PROOFREAD. Don't let careless errors lower your grade. 

Consider One of These Other Campus Services: 

1. Tomas Rivera Center at the UC, they have handouts on study skills, test anxiety etc.

     Multiple choice questions can be used to measure different skills and abilities. Some may simply assess the ability to recall simple facts. Others, however, may measure profound concepts, subtle discriminations, or creative problem solving. Knowing what a test is intended to measure is helpful not only in taking a test, but also in studying or one. 

     Students with the ability to answer multiple choice questions with no knowledge of the subject being tested are-said to be testwise. 

     Following are six basic strategies for answering multiple choice items. 

     1.
Eliminate Incorrect Options

         A. Read the question and all options.

         B. Eliminate absurd options.

         C. If more than one option is left, make the best educated guess you can.

     2.
Look for Repetition or Redundancy Between the Question and Answers

        A. Watch for exact repetition of one or more words.

        B. Watch for repetition of part of a word.

        C. Watch for words with the same meaning.

     3.
Eliminate Options that are Similar

        A. Read all options.

        B. Balance options against one another.

        C. Eliminate options that have practically the same information.

        D. Carefully examine options which appear similar but are slightly different.

             Chances are that one of them is the correct answer.

     4. Eliminate Options Which Include Specific Determiners Specific determiners are 

         terms which mean 0 percent or 100 percent of the time, with no exceptions. Since 

         most rules or principles have exceptions, options containing specific determiners 

         are usually incorrect and should be eliminated. 

         NOTE: This holds true for True-False questions also. When a 'specific determiner

                      (or absolute statement) is used, it is usually false. 

       Specific determiners:

                                 all
must
no
necessarily

                                 always
never
none
without exception

"Indefinite determiners" are safer. . They are words used to qualify the main statements'. True statements often contain qualifying words and false statements often do not. 

Indefinite determiners:
(qualifying words)

                                 hardly ever
seldom 
some
usually 
frequently

                                 rarely
infrequently       sometimes     often    almost     always

     5.
Look for Longer, More Precise Options

6. Be Alert to Grammatical Inconsistencies

         A. We can't say, "many teacher ... *", one athletes...", or "a answer...

         B. If the option is not grammatically correct, it should probably be eliminated.

              (I'd ask to be sure it was not a typographical error)

Helpful link provided by Ana Maria:

http://www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides
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