
Legal, Ethical and Social Issues in Health Care Management
Fall Semester 2009

Professor Pepe Chang
Business Building 3.02.30

7pm-9:45pm Monday
Phone: (801) 518-7734

Email: pepe.chang@utsa.edu

Syllabus

• Office Hours: Monday 5-6pm I am happy to schedule a meeting with you at your
convenience. If my office hours don’t work for you, call or email me to schedule a
different time.

• Text: Intervention and Reflection, Ed. Ronald Munson, Wadsworth 2008.

• UTSA Course Description: Introduction to problems, issues, and trends in
organized health care delivery with a particular focus on related legal and ethical
issues.

• Course Agenda: We will be getting acquainted with ethical issues in health
care. These include scarce medical resources, research ethics and informed consent,
autonomy, truthtelling, confidentiality, doctor/patient relationship, abortion, race
and gender, reproductive control, and physician assisted suicide.

• Course Requirements:

– Bi-Weekly commentaries– You will be assigned an article. Your task is to
identify the argument presented in a specific passage.

1. Present the argument.

2. Briefly, give your opinion of the argument. Do you believe it is a persuasive
argument? Why or why not?

3. Finally, give an objection to your opinion. Try and think about how
someone would disagree with you.

4. Given your view, can you account for the objection that you provided?
Explain why or why not.

Due dates and point values for the commentaries are:

∗ Sept. 14 and Sept. 28 (10pts each)

∗ Oct. 12 and Oct. 26 (30pts each)

∗ Nov. 9 and Nov. 23 (50pts each)

– Rough outline for final paper (mandatory) Nov. 30

– Feedback will be handed back Dec. 2
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– Final paper 6-8 pages Dec. 14 (100 pts.)

– Participation (50pts) Attendance and participation in classroom/group discus-
sions are expected.

• Final Grades:

Final grades will be distributed on the following basis:

A= 90% or better
B= 80-89%
C= 70-79%
D= 60-69%
F= below 60%

• The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations
be provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and
psychiatric disabilities. Please contact the instructor of this course at the beginning
of the course to discuss any such accommodations for this course.

• Reading Assignments This is a reading intensive course. Please come to class
prepared.:

– August 31: First day of class — Overview of class agenda and requirements.
Introduction to topics.

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Sept. 7: Labor Day, no class

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Sept. 14: Chapter 8, 509-543: Paying for Health Care

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Sept. 21: Chapter 7, 453-508: Resources

• • • • • • • • • • • • •
– Sept. 28: Part V, 739-790: Foundations of Bioethics: Ethical Theories, Moral

Principles, and Medical Decisions

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •
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– Oct. 5: Chapter 9, 545-620: Abortion

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Oct. 12: Chapter 2, 97-172: Physicians, Patients, and Others: Autonomy,
Truth Telling, and Confidentiality

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Oct. 19: Chapter 4, 211-269: Race, Gender and Medicine

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Oct. 26: Chapter 1, 1-28: Research Ethics and Informed Consent

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Nov. 2: Chapter 1, 29-96: Research Ethics and Informed Consent (continued)

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Nov. 9: Chapter 6, 364-447: Reproductive control

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Nov. 16: Chapter 5, 270-359

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Nov. 23: Chapter 11, 675-735: Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide

– Assignment due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Nov. 30: Chapter 11, 675-735: Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide
(continued)

– Rough Outline due

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Dec. 7: Study day

• • • • • • • • • • • • •

– Dec. 14: Final Paper Due
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